Hnnual  Report  of  the  CDedical  Officer 

of  f^ealth,  1904. 


TO  THE 

STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

IVlr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for 
the  year  ending:  December  31st,  1904 


Area  of  the  Parish  of  Street — 2918  acres. 

Population — Census  1901,  4018.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1904,  at  4180. 

Geology — Lower  lias,  consisting  of  alternating  beds  of  limestones,  clays,  and  marls. 

Occupation. — Principally  Shoemaking,  Tanning,  Leather-board  Factory,  Agricultural,  Limestone 
Quarries  in  the  district. 

Birth-rate. — 91  births  registered  (53  males — 38  females),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  21.7  per  1000 
per  annum. 

Death-rate. — 51  deaths  registered  (22  males — 29  females),  giving  a  death-rate  of  12.2  per 
1000  per  annum. 

ZymotiC-RATE. — No  death  from  Zymotic  Disease 

Enfant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  is  131.8,  12  deaths  under  i  year  being  registered. 


For  the  Year  1903 

Birth-rate  per  1000  living 
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Average  Rates  from  1894  to  1902  (inclusive) : 

Births  ...  ...  109.3  Rate  26.56 

Deaths  ...  ...  53.4  „  12.87 

Deaths  under  i  year  ...  14.5  „  132.44  per  1000  Births. 

Ages  Table  of  Deaths,  1904. 

Under  i  year  there  were  12  deaths 
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Causes  of  Death  during 

Year. 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Tuberculous  Di.sease  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ...  ...  i 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition  ...  ...  3 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

All  others  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


mater  Supply. 

It  is  gr'atifving  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  new  water  supply  from  the  Mendips 
(Rodney  Stoke)  is  now  an  accomplished  fact — the  reservoir  completed  and  the  water  laid  on  to 
some  370  houses  in  the  district.  The  water  is  excellent  in  quality  and  abundant  in 
quantity — an  inestimable  boon  to  the  district.  1  liope  that  in  the  future  every  house  in  the 
village  will  be  connected. 

In  addition  to  the  Street  supply  the  village  of  Godney  and  some  houses  in  the  Polsham 
district  (under  the  Wells  R.  D.  Council)  are  now  supplied  from  this  source.  A  standpipe  for  the 
use  of  those  in  the  Sharpham  District  is  at  the  request  of  the  Wells  R.  D.  Council,  to  be 
erected,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Sewerage,  Drainage  and  6xcremenl  Disposal, 

The  sewers  are  periodicall)'^  flushed  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  The  disposal 
of  the  sewage  by  the  irrigation  method  works  most  satisfactorily.  Owing  to  the  new  water 
supply  a  large  number  of  W.  C.’s  have  now  proper  flushing  cisterns — a  great  advance  on 
the  old  method  of  hand  flushing  and  which  cannot  but  be  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  district. 
I  trust  that  before  long  all  the  sanitary  offices  in  the  district  will  have  the  same  system 
applied. 

Scavenging. 

The  ash  and  refuse  heaps  are  remov’ed  periodically  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor, 
who  also  directs  the  operations  of  a  staff  of  men  who  attend  to  the  road,  &c. 


Prevalence  of  Disease. 

36  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  h'ever  -  -  32 

Erysipelas  -  -  3 

Enteric  Fever  -  -  i 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  months  of  March,  May,  August 
September,  October,  November  and  December.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  disease  has 
been  of  an  exceptionally  mild  Dqie.  Doubtless  some  unrecognized  and  so  unnotified  cases  have 
occurred  in  the  district — probably  being  the  infecting  source  of  cases  recognized. 

18  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment. 

In  January,  February,  March,  November  and  December,  influenza  and  pulmonary  diseases 
largely  prevailed.  In  January  and  February  owing  to  the  continued  damp  weather  numerous 
cases  of  rheumatism,  and  in  children  glandular  swellings  occurred.  In  each  of  the  months  of 
March,  April  and  November  a  case  of  erysipelas  was  notified  and  in  April  a  case  of  Enteric 
Fever.  In  August  numerous  cases  of  acute  diarrhoea  occurred,  and  in  the  same  month  several 
cases  of  measles.  In  December  a  number  of  cases  of  chicken  pox. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  is  higher  than  the  previous  one,  51  deaths  being  registered 
as  against  44  in  1903 — 21  being  above  the  age  of  65  years.  No  death  from  zymotic  disease  is 
recorded. 


Isolafion  E^ospital 

Joint  Hospital  for  Glastonbury  and  Street,  under  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Councils. 
Nurse  Caretaker  and  husband  in  charge.  The  premises  are  now  in  excellent  order,  properly 
fenced  in,  a  Thre.k-h’s  disinfector  on  the  premises.  A  discharge  block  has  been  erected 
and  equipped  and  is  now  in  use.  i8  cases  from  this  district  have  been  admitted  during  the 
year.  Ambulance  for  joint  use  kept  on  the  premises. 

Disinfection  IDeans. 

Thresh’s  disinfector  at  the  Hospital.  Fumigation  by  sulphur-dioxide.  Disinfectants 
supplied  by  the  Council. 


Common  Bodging-house.— (/iTo/je). 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  ffiilkshops. 

V'isited  and  inspected  periodically. 

Slaughfer-l70uses  and  Bakehouses. 

Visited  and  inspected  and  limewashed  periodically. 

I?ousing  of  the  CHorking  Classes. 

House  to  house  inspection  with  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  One  case  of  overcrowding 
dealt  with. 

Bye-Daws 

A  full  code  in  force. 


Factory  and  fflorkshops  J3ct. 

Accompanied  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  I  have  made  inspections  under  this  Act. 
Various  Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  visited  and  inspected  with  regard  to  the 
sanitation,  ventilation,  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  and  the  provision  of  suitable  sanitary 
conveniences.  A  list  of  out-workers  is  kept,  and  the  necessary  orders  given. 

I  append  Tables  of  Statistics  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board;  also  Annual 
Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  (Nlr.  James  Pursey),  to  whom  I  am  again  indebted  for  much 
valuable  assistance. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


GEORGE  W.  EGLINTON. 


Street,  January,  1Q05. 


STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  1904. 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  illness  of  an  infectious  character  -  t6 

Houses  overcrowded  -  -  ...  i 

Houses,  premises,  etc.,  cleansed,  repaired,  whitewashed,  etc.  -  -  t 

Privies  and  W.C.’s — new  provided,  .  .  .  .  j 

,,  ,,  ,,  — repaired,  etc.  -  ...  3 

House  drains — repaired,  trapped,  etc.  -  -  -  -  29 

Nuisances  arising  from  swine  being  kept  within  the  limited  distance  of  a  dwelling  house  i 

Nuisances  arising  from  swine  being  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  and  injurious  to  health  5 

Removal^  of  accumulations  of  manure,  ashes,  etc.  -  -  -  4 

Nuisances  arising  from  offensive  smells  .  ...  2 

Houses,  etc.,  in  dangerous  condition,  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  -  -  2 

Premises  without  proper  and  wholesome  water  supply  and  public  water  laid  on  20 

Water  in  wells  polluted  with  sewage  matter  -  -  -  2 

Inspected  workshops  in  district  and  served  notices  for  limewashing  where  required. 

Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district  inspected  every  three  months,  the  same  being  limewashed 
and  cleansed  to  comply  with  notices  served  on  owners. 

Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  and  Bakehouses  periodically  inspected  and  notices  served  where 
required  for  cleansing,  etc. 

JAMES  PURSEY, 

INSPECTOR. 


